
FC Hangouts
Since the website launch, we have had a 
handful of people reaching out, asking if 
we have a program for adults with special 
needs. Seeing that there was a need for 
this, we created a program called FC 
Hangouts! This program connects young 
professionals with young adults with 
special needs for inclusive, recreational, 
and vocational opportunities and to hang 
out with friends! 

Right now, we have one hangout event 
a month and it’s going great! So far, we 
have had two BINGO nights, a fondu 
and game night, and a challah bake! 
The members of our group always 
have a great time and it is nice to catch 
up every time we see each other. One of 
our members, Jesse, says, 

“�MY�FAVORITE�PART�
ABOUT�THE�PROGRAM�
IS�THE�SOCIAL�
INTERACTION�WITH�
DIFFERENT�PEOPLE�
THAT�I�DIDN’T�KNOW�
BEFORE.�I�WOULD�LIKE�
TO�SEE�FC�HANGOUTS�
GROW�AND�TO�EXPAND�
SO�THAT�MORE�PEOPLE�
CAN�INTERACT�IN�A�
SOCIAL�GROUP.”

The Friendship Circle Philadelphia North serves families of youth with special needs and provides  
volunteer opportunities for teenagers in Northeast Philadelphia, Newtown, and Huntingdon Valley.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN VOLUNTEER, REFER SOMEONE 
WHO MAY BENEFIT FROM OUR PROGRAMS, OR TO DONATE TO HELP SUPPORT 
OUR PROGRAMS, PLEASE VISIT FCPA.INFO OR CONTACT THE FRIENDSHIP 
CIRCLE COORDINATOR AT JAMIE@FCPA.INFO.
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         Around the Circle

Thanks to our incredible sponsors, 
Giving Hope Network and I. Rice & 
Company, we now have a new and 
improved website that is helping us 
to further grow our Friendship Circle 
chapter with a new, vibrant look and 
greater features to attract potential and 
active members. Go check it out and let 
us know what you think!

Fondu and Games night was a great 
time had by all! From Connect Four to 
apples to apples to darts and more, not 
one person was bored. Of course, we all 
enjoyed the chocolate fondue station 
that was equipped with marshmallows, 

pretzels, and delicious strawberries! 
Yum. We are looking forward to more 
hangouts with our friends such as a 
challah bake, a paint night, and tie-dye!



This year we will be sending off two seniors 
who have made an enormous impact on 
the Friendship Circle. Havivah Neuhaus 
and Hannah Swartz have both been 
volunteering with the Friendship Circle 
since eighth grade and have committed to 
volunteering ever since. 

Havivah and Hannah run the baking activity 
at our Sunday Circle program. They come 
up with the ideas, prepare the individual 
recipes for each child and they lead and 
supervise the activity as it is run. Hannah 
says, “I became a baking instructor because 
it allowed me to involve something I enjoy 
doing, baking, with the Friendship Circle 
experience.” Because of their leadership role 
in the Friendship Circle, the girls have been 
able to meet and befriend all of the buddies 
in the Sunday Circle program. Havivah says, 
“We have become comfortable around each 
other and have great fun together.”

When asked how this experience has made 
an impact Havivah explains, “Friendship 
Circle has built up my patience for those 
who are different from me. It has helped 
me see that there is more than what meets 

the eye and without the Friendship Circle, 
I know I would not be the same.” The 
Friendship Circle truly changes a person 
for the rest of his or her life. 

Hannah explains, “I thought Friendship 
Circle would be an opportunity to learn 
to work together well with others, and it 
really has helped me. My Friendship Circle 
experience will definitely stay with me in 
the future and help me in all different kinds 
of situations.”

Most people come to volunteer to work 
with others different from themselves and 
make a difference in someone else’s life, 
but what they end up realizing is that the 
kids forever change their lives. Hannah 
says, “The buddies are all such amazing 
kids who I really get to see use all of their 
abilities when doing the baking activities 
and I love seeing them get so excited about 
their cupcakes or yummy treats. They 
always makes me smile!” 

Next school year, the girls will be going off 
to Israel to study and luckily will have each 
other close by. Good luck girls!

“I’VE�LEARNED�JUST�
HOW�MUCH�EVERY�
PERSON�GOES�
THROUGH�IN�THEIR�
OWN�LIFE�—�NO�ONE’S�
LIFE�IS�PERFECT�BUT�
WITH�A�SMILE�AND�A�
POSITIVE�ATTITUDE�
(AND�A�PAPER�CUP�—
MY�BUDDY�AND�
HER�FAMILY�WILL�
UNDERSTAND),��
YOU�CAN�MAKE�LIFE�
AMAZING!”
One of the greatest joys of being involved 
in the Friendship Circle is knowing weekly 
Friends at Home visits between a teen and 
and his or her buddy grow into a bond that 
will last forever. Stephanie Fisher,  from the 
time she was 13 years old visited her buddy 
once a week at her buddy’s home until the 
time she graduated high school. The amazing 
thing is that her buddy is now in her first year 
of college and Stephanie recently attended 
her buddy’s high school graduation!

When asked what some of Stephanie’s 
best memories were from the Friends at 
Home program, she responded saying, 
“There are too many to count! I could have 
told you LOTS about Webkinz, the Jonas 
Brothers, and T-Swift! Just watching my 
buddy grow up has to be one of my favorite 
memories in general!”

From an early age Stephanie knew she 
wanted to become a teacher and the 
Friendship Circle was a great way to 
volunteer her natural ability to work with 
children. “I went because I loved to volunteer 
in high school, but it changed my life in that I 
made two amazing new friends and became 
a role model, I hope, to someone who I am 
still close with years later, she explains!” 
Stephanie is now living her lifelong dream 
of being a teacher and continues to keep in 
touch with her buddy!

TAKE�THE�
SPOTLIGHT!

HAVIVAH  
HANNAH &

The Friendship Circle Philadelphia North serves families of youth with special needs and provides  
volunteer opportunities for teenagers in Northeast Philadelphia, Newtown, and Huntingdon Valley.FCPA.info



Every year, in February, the month is 
dedicated to Jewish Disabilities Awareness 
Inclusion Month, or JDAIM. When coming 
across JDAIM, we decided we wanted to host 
an event for people to come out and raise not 
just awareness, but rather understanding 
and acceptance on how we can make our 
community more inclusive for the lives of 
people with special abilities.

This year we showed a screening of the film 
called Life, Animated. The film is about an 
energetic and chatty little boy named Owen 
Suskind but at the age of three, he suddenly 
stopped speaking. They came to realize Owen 
has autism. The only thing that seemed to 
engage Owen was Disney films, when one day 

On April 2nd, Sunday Circle was filled with 
lots of fun and games! The Friendship Circle 
had a bake sale for the Hebrew School 
parents that morning benefiting. People 
bought delicious rice krispies, brownies and 
cupcakes. We raised some funds to help 
continue running our programs!

There was a bowling station, colorful stamp 
art, pick a lollipop, temporary tattoo station, 
face painting, and more! The temporary 
tattoos and lollipops were a huge hit with 
everyone. Our buddies loved it all and you 

To donate or leave a LEGACY        GIFT to help support our programs, please contact Rabbi Shemtov at ys@fcpa.info.

could see the excitement on all of their 
faces. Everything was prepared perfectly 
and everyone had a wonderful time. The kids 
loved the carnival so much that they didn’t 
want it to end.

Thank you to all of the BBYO girls who 
volunteered their time and efforts to make 
the sale and carnival games for the kids and 
create a very memorable Sunday Circle for 
our Friendship Circle kids.

a light bulb went off in his father’s head and 
he decided to talk to his son pretending to be 
the parrot from the movie Aladdin. He asked, 
“What’s it like to be you?” Owen responded to 
his father using the dialogue from the movie 
and his family realized they can tap into Owen’s 
world using the characters from the films. 
Life, Animated tells the remarkable story of 
how Owen found a pathway to language and 
a framework for making sense of the world 
through Disney Animated films, which helps 
Owen overcome real life challenges.

This story is similar to so many lives of people 
with special abilities, but we need to realize 
that everyone in this world is unique and has 
incredible talents and skills that they can offer 

to the world if we learn to accept people for who 
they are, despite differences. Heather Lavine, 
a mother of two Friendship Circle volunteers 
stated, “When I thought about seeing Life 
Animated, I anticipated an emotional film that 
would demonstrate the daily challenges of a boy 
with autism. But, it actually revealed so much 
more. Not only did I feel a strong connection to 
Owen, but I felt a lot of compassion and respect 
for his family as well.”

People with autism and other special abilities 
do not want people to just be aware, they want 
to be accepted, understood and respected. 
Tania Strabinsky, a Friendship mother says, 
“It was reassuring to see how many people 
there were in his life, other than immediate 
family, that cared, worked with him, helped 
him so much more than just meeting his 
needs. I want to say that it was incredibly 
thoughtful of Miriam and Jamie to put this 
together - an outing to our beautiful theater, 
the awesome feeling of our congregation 
sharing the experience as one audience, and 
seeing Jamie and Miriam all teary-eyed with 
genuine emotion.  If my son wasn’t so excited 
and happy to go to Friendship Circle, this event 
would be my affirmation that he has a special 
place in the organizers’ and volunteers’ 
hearts. It means so much to our family.”

So, what can we do now? How can we make 
our communities more inclusive? Heather says, 

“Providing� educational� films� and�
communicating� through� social�
media�is�an�excellent�way�to�reach�
out� to� the� community� and� make�
people� more� aware� of� ways� to�
volunteer� time� and� offer� support�
to�people�with� special�needs�and�
their�families.”�

Community-Wide�Event



The Friendship Circle reaches out and 
extends a helping hand to families who have 
children with special needs and involves 
them in a full range of social experiences. 
The Circle’s’ unique formula introduces 
teenage volunteers to the children and 
through shared experiences both are 
enriched. We train teenage volunteers to 
become friends and mentors to a child 
with special needs thereby giving them the 
opportunity to have what every child needs 
– friends, role models, and love.

Who 
We Are 
ABOUT THE 
FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE

The Friendship Circle Philadelphia North serves families of youth with special needs and provides volunteer 
opportunities for teenagers in Northeast Philadelphia, Newtown, and Huntingdon Valley. To donate or leave 
a LEGACY GIFT to help support our programs, please contact Rabbi Shemtov at ys@fcpa.info.

Lubavitch of Bucks County
25 N. State Street
Newtown, PA 18940

RECAP: CHANUKAH PARTY

The Chanukah Party was a huge hit and 
everyone had a great time! On December 
28th, 2016 our Friendship Circle families 
along with some of our teen volunteers came 
out to celebrate the fifth night of Chanukah 
together. When everyone arrived, we started 
with some crafts and games. We played 
dreidel, made dreidel magnets, colored felt 
Chanukah paper, played a game of IShpy, and 

posed with each other in the photo booth that 
came with awesome props!

Following, everyone enjoyed a delicious meal 
prepared by Miriam Shemtov, the Friendship 
Circle Director. We had salad, pasta, and 
potato latkes. For dessert, everyone enjoyed 
doing a mitzvah by eating a jelly doughnut on 
Chanukah! What’s Chanukah without some 
latkes and doughnuts?! 

Then, once everyone was finished eating, we 
all gathered around the 6 foot menorah to light 
the candles. We took turns lighting the candles 
and placing them on the menorah. While 
lighting, we sang Chanukah songs like “The 
Dreidel Song” and “Chanukah, Oh Chanukah.” 
It’s so nice to be able to celebrate with our 
Friendship Circle family every year and rejoice 
together. Everyone that came left with some 
chocolate coins and of course, smiles from a 
night to remember.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:
Miriam Shemtov 
Program Director

Rabbi Yehuda Shemtov 
Executive Director

Jamie Madnick 
Program Coordinator
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